
Application for membership 
 

I wish to be considered for Associate Membership in the 
Friends of Newstead Inc. 

 
Surname:  Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr _______________________ 
 
First name: ____________________________________ 
 
Address:  ______________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
__________________________ Postcode ___________ 

           
Email:  ________________________________________   
 
Telephone: Home:  __________________________ 
 

Work:  __________________________ 
 
Mobile:  _________________________ 

  
It is my intention to seek to become an  
 

ACTIVE MEMBER � Please tick relevant box  

ASSOCIATE MEMBER �  

 
Applicants wishing to become Active Members will be given 
a copy of Newstead House�The History, a Collection Item 
Description Booklet with CD which shows each room and 
its acquisitions.  They will be taken on a tour of the House 
and given appropriate guidance on the day-to-day manning 
of the House.   New Active Members are expected to 
attend an Orientation Programme and an invitation will be 
extended to participate in the first Orientation Programme 
to be held after joining.    
 
Applicant’s  
signature:   _____________________________________ 
 
Date:          ________________________ 
 
Application proposed by:  __________________________ 
 
Application seconded by: __________________________ 
 
Date application received:             /          / 
 
Date application accepted:          /           / 

 

 

 

 

Newstead House 
A Potted History 

 
The Newstead Park of today was once part of a 
parcel of land purchased in 1845 by Patrick Leslie, a 
pastoralist from the Darling Downs. Newstead 
Cottage was built the following year. The Leslie 
family lived here for a short time before selling 
Newstead and returning to the Darling Downs. 
 
Capt. J C Wickham, Police Magistrate and later the 
Government Resident for the Moreton Bay 
Settlement was the new owner. Supported by his wife 
Anna, Newstead House became the focus for early 
Brisbane’s social life. 
 
When the Colony of Queensland was created in 
1859, Wickham was retired and, in time, George 
Harris – merchant, politician and ship owner – 
purchased Newstead, making major extensions to 
accommodate a growing family. 
 
Harris petitioned for voluntary liquidation in 1876 and 
the House was sold to the Toowoomba-based 
pastoralist, investor and politician James Taylor. The 
Harris family remained as tenants at Newstead 
House into the 1880’s. Today, the House is furnished 
in the style of this late colonial Victorian period. 
 
The Friends of Newstead Inc, a not-for-profit 
organisation, consists of a group of volunteers who 
assist the Newstead House Trust with the ongoing 
conservation of this significant part of our National 
Estate and who work to present Brisbane’s best 
loved historic home.  A special welcome is extended 
to new members wishing to become actively involved 
in the preservation of Brisbane’s oldest domestic 
dwelling. 

 
 
 
 

 

Newstead 
 

needs 

 

Friends 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic Newstead House  

Circa 1846 

 

 

Your Invitation to share in the joy  
of assisting in the preservation of  

a special part of Brisbane’s History. 
 

 

Welcome! 
 
 

 

 



Ways in which an Active Friend can help  
 
Assist as guides for visitors to Newstead House 
on a week-day or Sunday roster. 
 
 
Serve a traditional Devonshire Tea on the verandahs 
of Sundays/some public holidays, March through 
November. 
 
 
‘Do a day’ in the souvenir shop. 
 
 
Become a member of the Hospitality Sub- 
Committee, serving teas and light meals for visiting 
groups – weekdays, by prior appointment. 
 
 
Produce craft items, sewing, jams etc. for sale on 
a commission basis in the Friends’ shop. 
 
 
Raise funds for the acquisition of furnishings relevant 
to Newstead House. 
 
 
Join in the maintenance of the fabric of Newstead 
House at regularly organised working bees where 
you will find yourself dusting, polishing silver or 
even painting handrails. 
 
 
Get your hands dirty, helping to maintain the Kate 
Leslie Herb & Cottage Garden. 
 
 
Participate in social and historical events 
organised in and around Newstead House. 
 
 
Make a difference by offering to serve on one of the 
many Friends’ Sub Committees. 
 
 

ADDRESS 
Newstead House, Newstead Park 

Breakfast Creek Road 
NEWSTEAD 

 

POSTAL ADDRESS 
PO Box 3121, Newstead. Q 4006 

 

       PHONE               FAX 
[07] 3216 1846      [07] 3252 4505 

 

EMAIL 
newstead@gil.com.au 

 

WEBPAGE 
www.newsteadhouse.com.au 

 

OPEN 
Monday – Thursday 10am to 4pm 

Sundays 2pm to 5pm 
Australia Day, Easter Monday, Labour Day, Queen’s 

Birthday, Exhibition Wednesday: 2-5pm 
 

CLOSED 
Fridays, Saturdays, Anzac Day, Good Friday,  

Christmas Day to New Year’s Eve  
[and their gazetted public holidays] 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
While membership of FON Inc. shall initially be as an 
Associate Member conversion to Active can be at 
any time.  The joining fee of $20.00 per annum Single 
Membership or $35.00 Dual Membership must 
accompany this signed nomination form.  Please 
make your cheque/money order payable to: Friends 
of Newstead Inc and forward to: 

 
Hon Treasurer, Friends of Newstead Inc 
PO Box 3121 
Newstead 4006 

 
Associate Members can seek to become an Active 
Member with an obligation to work at Newstead 
House as part of rostered activities.  Please allow up 
to six (6) weeks for applications for membership to be 
processed. We look forward to your company. 

Your special Interests – 
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Your thoughts as to how you might best 
contribute to the ongoing conservation of 
Newstead House are invited. 
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